Some Editing and Proof Marks for Critique

Copy editing and proof mark guides are widely available in a lot of writer’s source boaks; but
what I'd like 1o do here is provide some cormmon anes useful ta you in marking up manuscripts
during readings, or in detailed critique, or far your own wark in revision. Also, in the course of
ed/ung six bocks [seven, counting disasters), I've adapted some for suggesting altemate word
choices. Kindly note the absence of “smiley faces.” Instead, positive reinforce ment usually looks
like this:v” (good!)

MARK MEANS ASIN ..
9/ Take out character indicated. "Oh sw?»/ell," she said.
o Close up. Mamgmpr
(\f_') Change places; transpose. (\l;ha 9'10 serve ..
C'"j.ﬁ\ Muve as shown. We hardly mmgnlzed(a
T ‘3 a5, dem———7
N Put in apostrophe Jacks old dog ...
(:> Put in period that ends @lf, of course ...
Pt Put in comma Rarely he got it right.
) ~ R
\{T/ Pul in semicolon amid hardshlps,/but it’s real.
C T T et PN il
A~V Put in—various, NN N
= Use capital latters. The u.s. capitol building.
cﬁ Start paragraph w Of ooursg.lbut then, netall ..
f:) No paragraph: run together Sally kne_wS

( So Harry knew..

These seem to be mast frequently needed as we tear through a first draft reading. But when
there’s time for detailed critique, | use this adaptation of another standard mark to suggest
alternate texl.

Ezr:‘] Y‘ﬁ LAMA, 1 rJL]
“She turnzd without another word, and slammed the door on her way out.”
ANV NN



